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PENNY STRETTON and her family 
savour life down on the farm

TravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravel Edited by Jane Memmler

TRANQUILITY:  Close to 
Bosinver is Polkerris

Beach to relax on

Wild about Cornwall

IT was the egg that did it. Archie’s 
face lit up as he picked up the 
still-warm egg from the straw.

The two-year-old was smitten by 
our country retreat and so were 
we. We were staying at 
Bosinver Farm Cottages 
near St Austell in Cornwall 
where children can help 
feed the goats and chickens 
and collect eggs with 
Farmer Dave. 

With a farmyard and 
acres of woodland and 
fi elds, Bosinver is the ideal 
retreat for those of us who 
yearn to give our offspring a 
taste of the magical 
outdoorsy childhood many 
of us had. It’s a place to put 
away your phones and 
laptops and reconnect with 
nature by building dens, 
fi nding bugs, getting muddy 
and running about. 

As we arrived on a sunny 
summer’s afternoon, rabbits 
were hopping around in the 
surrounding fi elds and Archie 
couldn’t wait to get out of the 
car and stretch his crumpled legs 
by trying to chase them. 

Farmer Dave’s wife Pat Smith, 
or Nanny Pat as she was to 
affectionately become, showed 
us to our bolthole, the secluded 
Rose Cottage, one of 20 
self-catering properties dotted 
across the estate. 

It was perfect in every way with 
an open-plan living area with
a sleek modern kitchen and 
splashes of colour in yellow 
cabinets plus the geometric prints 
of the stylish sofa and rug.

Most mornings we trotted out to 
help Farmer Dave feed the waiting 
animals. This is a ritual at Bosinver 
and the children (big ones 
included) love it. Archie squealed 
with delight as the ducks and 
chickens were let out and waddled 

at speed towards him, hungry for 
his handful of feed. He clambered 
over fences to feed the sheep and 

queued with other children 
to excitedly collect an egg 
from the chicken huts.

I spent a peaceful couple 
of hours sprawled on the 
grass reading while my 
husband Craig and Archie 
splashed about in the 
heated indoor pool. 

There’s also a fantastic 
play barn in a beautifully 
converted granite building 
with huge oak beams 
where Archie crawled 
through tubes, whizzed 
down a slide and 
attempted to ride on the 
Little Tikes bikes.

One day at dusk, I took 
over from an exhausted 
Craig and suggested to 
Archie that we went for a 
“creep around the woods”.

We picked up a copy of 
the The Gruffalo from 
reception and headed off 

into the woods to follow The 
Gruffalo Trail as the light began to 
fade. 

Archie gripped my hand and 
shouted with glee each time we 
came across one of the large 
(wooden, painted) animals from 

the story in the woodland. And 
waiting at the end of the trail was 
the big, beady-eyed Gruffalo. 

By now, it was getting quite 
dark and the sight of him raised a 
little quiver of fright in Archie’s 
face and we scurried back to 
the comfort of Rose Cottage 
because “the Gruffalo can’t get 
us there mummy”.

When we didn’t fancy cooking 
we bought one of the homemade 
frozen family meals at reception 
or headed to Polgooth Inn, a 
10-minute walk away, for hearty 
pub grub. 

One day we visited Newquay 
Zoo, a 40-minute drive away, 
where the cheeky monkeys, red 
pandas, roaring lions and grazing 
zebras had Archie enthralled. The 
Eden Project, only six miles away, 
is another great excursion with its 
tropical and temperate houses.

We spent a wonderful afternoon 
crabbing at Polkerris Beach. Craig 
was so adept at catching them 
that we amassed quite a crowd. 

Feeling ravenous after all our 
activity, we devoured fi sh and 
chips at Sam’s On The Beach.

After a day in the sunshine it 
was lovely to retire to cosy 
Rose Cottage. When Archie 
crashed out, we relaxed on the 
pretty terrace.

Our holiday was such a success 
that Archie often asks when we 
can return to see Farmer Dave. 

I am very genuine in my reply of 
“soon” because I am just as eager 
as him to rediscover the tranquil 
magic of Bosinver.

THE KNOWLEDGE
Bosinver Farm Cottages (01726 
72128/bosinver.co.uk) offers 
seven nights at Rose Cottage 
from £400 (sleeps four), self-
catering.  Cornwall tourism: 01872 
322900/visitcornwall.com
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Prices and availability were correct at time of print. These offers are subject to change and may be withdrawn without notice. Prices are from, per adult based on the lowest grade available and twin occupancy unless specifed.
Cruise Club UK acts as ATOL holder/agent for financial protection. For full T&C’s visit www.cruiseclubuk.com/terms-conditions.phtml *Prices do not include the Costa Cruise mandatory service charge from €8 per person per day.

All bookings are fully protected against
financial and travel disruption

To book or for more information on any of our amazing cruise deals call
Freephone 0808 2525 680 or visit www.cruiseclubuk.com

Opening Hours: Monday - Friday: 8am - 8pm, Saturday - Sunday: 9am - 5pm

CRACKIN’ CRUISES!
C R U I S E C L U B U K P R E S E N T 9 O F T H E B E S T

1. Fly London to Nice, transfer to
Savona join Costa Mediterranea

2. Marseille, France
3. Palma de Mallorca, Spain
4. Leisuire at Sea
5. Tunis, Tunisia
6. Palermo, Sicily
7. Naples, Italy
8. Savona, disembark, transfer to

Nice, fly to London

1. Fly London to Barcelona, transfer
to port and join Costa Serena

2. Marseille, France
3. Savona, Italy
4. La Spezia, Italy
5. Civitavecchia (Rome), Italy
6. Naples, Italy
7. Leisure at Sea
8. Barcelona, disembark,transfer to

the airport, fly back to London

1. Fly London to Milan or Nice,
transfer to Savona and join
Costa Luminosa

2. Civitavecchia (Rome), Italy
3. Leisure at Sea
4. Barcelona, Spain
5. Marseille, France
6. Savona, disembark and transfer

to Milan or Nice for your flight
back to London

1. Fly London to Milan, transfer to
Savona join Costa neoRomantica

2. Civitavecchia (Rome), Italy
3. Reggio Calabria, Italy
4. Leisure at Sea
5. Kalamata, Greece
6. Izmir (Ephesus), Turkey
7. Piraeus (Athens), Greece
8. Leisure at Sea
9. Valletta, Malta
10. Leisure at Sea
11. Marseille, France
12. Savona, disembark, transfer to

Milan, fly to London

1. Fly London to Milan or Nice, transfer
to Savona, join Costa Fortuna

2. Leisure at Sea
3. Malaga, Spain
4. Casablanca, Morocco
5. Cadiz (Seville), Spain
6. Lisbon, Portugal
7. Leisure at Sea
8. Valencia, Spain
9. Barcelona, Spain
10. Savona, disembark, transfer to

Milan or Nice, fly back to London

1. Fly London to Milan, transfer to
Savona and join Costa Classica

2. Livorno (Florence/Pisa), Italy
3. Civitavecchia (Rome), Italy
4. Leisure at Sea
5. Palma de Mallorca, Spain
6. Barcelona, Spain
7. Marseille, France
8. Savona, disembark, transfer to

Milan, fly back to London

1. Fly London Gatwick to Dubai, on
arrival transfer to port and join Costa
Serena (Overnight on board)

2. Dubai, UAE
3. Muscat, Oman (Overnight on board)
3. Muscat, Oman
4. Khasab, Oman
6. Abu Dhabi, UAE
7. Dubai, UAE (Overnight on board)
8. Dubai, disembark and transfer

to the Hawthorn Suites by
Wyndham Jumierah Beach for
a 3 night stay (B&B)

9. Dubai at Leisure
10. Dubai at Leisure
11. Transfer to the airport for your return

flight to Gatwick
1. Fly London to Milan or

Nice, transfer Savona,
join Costa neoRiviera

2. Toulon, France
3. Barcelona, Spain

(Overnight in port)
4. Barcelona, Spain
5. Leisure at Sea
6. Porto Empedocle,

Sicily

7. Valletta, Malta
8. Leisure at Sea
9. Salerno, Italy
10. Leisure at Sea
11. Livorno (Florence/

Pisa), Italy
12. Savona, disembark,

transfer to Milan or
Nice for your return
flight to London

Western Mediterranean 7 Nights aboard Costa Mediterranea Mediterranean Treasures 7 Nights aboard Costa Serena

Med Short Break 5 Nights aboard Costa Luminosa Greece & Turkey 11 Nights aboard Costa Pacifica

Eastern Mediterranean 11 Nights aboard Costa neoRomantica Spain & Portugal 9 Nights aboard Costa Fortuna

Mediterranean Magic 7 Nights aboard Costa Classica Dubai & The Emirates 10 Night Cruise & Stay aboard Costa Serena

Boutique Mediterranean 11 Nights aboard Costa neoRiviera

Depart Inside Outside Balcony

12 Oct £549 £649 £739

2 Nov £449 £549 £599

9 Nov £449 £549 £599

16 Nov £449 £549 £599

Depart Inside Outside Balcony

3 Oct £529 £689 £769

17 Oct £499 £639 £689

24 Oct £599 £689 £739

Depart Inside Outside Balcony

2 Nov £349 £399 £449

7 Nov £349 £399 £449

12 Nov £349 £399 £449

17 Nov £349 £399 £449

22 Nov £349 £399 £449

Depart Inside Outside Balcony

15 Sept £649 £739 £839

26 Sept £579 £679 £769

10 Oct £589 £689 £779

18 Oct £649 £739 £839

29 Oct £649 £739 £839

Depart Inside Outside Balcony

28 Sep £639 £739 £839

9 Oct £639 £739 £839

20 Oct £639 £739 £839

31 Oct £639 £739 £839

11 Nov £639 £739 £839

Depart Inside Outside Balcony

20 Sept £799 £899 £999

29 Sept £629 £719 £819

17 Oct £629 £739 £829

26 Oct £499 £599 £699

ONLY 1
DATE!

Depart Inside Outside

01 Nov £399 £559

Depart Inside Outside

12 Sep £759 £959

23 Sep £729 £929

4 Oct £679 £879

15 Oct £689 £889

26 Oct £599 £799

6 Nov £569 £769

*Itin differs on certain dates, please call for more details

VISIT AMAZING DESTINATIONS!

Palma De MallorcaPalma De Mallorca

Rome, ItalyRome, Italy

Athens, GreeceAthens, Greece

Ephesus, TurkeyEphesus, Turkey

Barcelona, Spain

CCUK PRICES INCLUDE:
• Full board cruise • Return flights & Transfers

• All port & Air Taxes • 20kg Bag Allowance
• Financial Protection • ATOL & ABTA Protection

• Full Travel Disruption Protection

 7 Nights aboard Costa Serena

Why not make your cruiseAll Inclusive by adding ona drinks package from

ONLY £19per person per day

Western Mediterranean 7 Nights aboard Costa Mediterranea

FROM ONLY

£349PP

1. Fly London to Milan or Nice, transfer
to Savona, join Costa Pacifica

2. Leisure at Sea
3. Katakolon (Olympia), Greece
4. Heraklion, Crete
5. Leisure at sea
6. Istanbul, Turkey (Overnight in port)
7. Istanbul, Turkey
8. Volos, Greece
9. Piraeus (Athens), Greece
10.Leisure at Sea
11. Civitavecchia (Rome), Italy
12.Savona, disembark, transfer to

Milan or Nice, fly back to London

Depart Inside Outside Balcony

09 Jan 15 £979 £1079 £1269

16 Jan 15 £979 £1079 £1269

23 Jan 15 £979 £1079 £1269

06 Feb 15 £1029 £1129 £1309

06 Mar 15 £1049 £1139 £1329

13 Mar 15 £1049 £1139 £1329

Includes return flights with Emirates
Heathrow supplement £25PP return

Manchester supplement £30PP return

Why not add on a Barcelona city stay?
Please call for more details

Amazing Autumn Sunshine Itinerary!

Don't miss out on this
fabulous price for a 7 Night

Full Board Fly Cruise!

fl ight to Gatwick

Abu Dhabi, UAE Hawthorn Suites Dubai, UAE

Visit five stunning countries!


